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Good Afternoon to all Faculty and Staff members of the Middleborough Public Schools, 
 
It is with profound sadness that I inform you of the passing of one of our own, Mr. Scott "Nellie" Nelson, who 
had just recently retired following 35+ years of dedicated service to our school and town communities. Many of 
you are already keenly aware of this loss as Paul Branagan has communicated with Nellie's colleagues at MHS 
and Derek Thompson has informed the H.B.B. community as Scott's  wife Sue continues to be such an 
important part of the "Burkland's Best" team. 
 
Scott was a tremendously integral part of the Middleborough community having grown up here and returned to 
serve as a teacher and coach for the rest of his life. He married Sue, the "love of his life", and proceeded to raise 
their wonderful family in this; his hometown. 
 
My thoughts and prayers go out to the many of you within our school department who worked most closely 
with Scott and called him a friend, fellow coach, mentor or colleague. I am certain this is a difficult time for you. 
 
I knew Scott as a proud husband and father, a fellow Sachem and member of the M.A.S.B.A. Hall of Fame 
Committee, a Mitchell Memorial Club Coach, the M.H.S. Biology teacher for three of my children, the crazy 
football coach in the press box and on the sidelines, the Softball Coach whose coaching style and philosophy 
made the game an absolute joy for my daughter to play, and, quite frankly, the all-around affable gentleman 
that he was. 
  
That same Softball Coach waited beyond the reasonable parameters of time on a few occasions for a certain Dad 
to pick up his softball playing daughter after practice....but he would always smile and joke with me and say "no 
worries", and then talk about how my daughter and the team were doing, bring up an old memory of my father 
hiring him or discuss the old beat up Saturn Wagon he was driving because his kids were in college (and that he 
proudly paid nearly nothing for at a local junkyard). 
  
That is the Nellie I knew........ until I took on my new professional role a couple of years ago. It was then that I 
discovered just how vitally important he was as a Teacher, Department Head and Coach to the entire 
Middleborough High School community. Paul Branagan had repeatedly expressed this sentiment to me and I 
personally watched Mr. Nelson in action on more than one occasion. To this end, my favorite example of the 
"professional" Scott was when I had occasion to work with him in a small group for last September's three day 
Visioning Session for the new MHS.. The leader of these sessions, who Nellie might have referred to as a 
"whacko", was talking about all the ways in which the design of a new school would ensure the success of  our 
future students. On a number of occasions during these sessions, Nellie would express to me individually as 
well as to our small group that, "what it comes down to is the importance of the relationship between the 
student and the teacher....it doesn't matter where they are....that's what it's all about!" To me, that said a lot 
about Scott Nelson the professional teacher. 
 
Finally, I think I speak for all of us when I say that our collective thoughts, prayers and support go out to Sue, 
their children, their immediate and extended family and all who were closest to him. Our school system 
experienced a tremendous loss when Scott retired last month but nothing can compare to the sense of loss we 
share at this time. 
 
With great fondness and Love, we wish you Godspeed Scott "Nellie" Nelson!  
 
Best Regards, 
Brian 


